ub 


Hurl. 
Avalon, 


ly: £. : 1 I. 
Princeton. June 17th, 1918. 


co 


My dear Sir Robert:- 


This is a brief epistle of apology and repret. 
A number of letters have come to me, including at least one 
e 


from yourself, inviting me to come to Toronto for a meeting and address 


sometime during the winter or spring. These letters, or at least some 
of them, have remained unanswered, because I have been trying to work 
out a way in which it might be possible Por me to make the visit. Two 


or three times I have had hopes, - especially this spring when my naval 
duties called me to our stations on the Pacific Coast. But these hopes 
have always turned out to be vain on account of the difficulty of making 
connections under the present trying conditions of travel. My work in the 
Navy is strenuous and calls me hither and yon at short notice. So it has 
turned out that I could not make the Toronto trip this year. Put I want 
.you and my other friends there to know how thoroughly I have appreciated 
the invitations, and how much I have wanted to come. If the chance occurs 
next fall or winter I shall be most delighted to embrace it. 

The end of the war and the certain victory of our righteous 
cause are a year nearer to us than they were a year ago. That is of course 
a truism. Put no one knows how much we shall have to endure and sacrifice 
before the great result is achieved. There will be in all probability 
seas of slaughter to sail through, ond stinking morasses of false peace 


propaganda to wade through, before we can reach the goal. Rut if your 


country and mine, with France and Italy and what is left of Belgium 


hold hands firmly and go forward with an unbroken will and an unbent 


conscience, we shall surely “get there", and see the end of the hideous 
and ghastly German menace. 


With best regards, 


om] 


Faithfully yours, 


SVosry Fie YR 


/ 


Sir Robert Falconer, 
President of the University of Toronto, 
Toronto, Cannda. 


